
Manor Woods Valley Group 
Quarterly Open Forum Meeting 

Tuesday 16th March, 19:00 via Zoom 

 
March 2021 meeting minutes 
 
Attendees: Sophie, Peter, Cheryl, Martin, Danny, Margaret, Beryl, André, Ben, 
Bianca, Clive, Ewaryd, Hazel, Ali, Janey, Jennie, Julia, Karen, Leah, Maggie, Maria, 
Rachael, Tom P, Tom B 
Apologies: Davina, Steve C, Cllr Quartly, Elliot, Helen 

1. Welcome and introductions 

 Martin welcomed everyone to the sixth Open Forum of the Group.  
2. One tree per child project 

 Jack McCrickard introduced the project which started in 2014 to plant a tree 
for every primary school pupil in Bristol.   

 MWV planting has focused on expanding woodland either side of the valley.  

 Guards are in place to prevent herbivores foraging and weeding is a key 
management tactic of aftercare. Mats under the trees will do a good job in 
preventing competing growth, but a layer of woodchip mulch needs to be 
added to the mat – sooner the better. 

 Jack confirmed the project can source woodchip, but logistics should be 
considered.  

 
3. User survey 

 Maggie introduced survey which also involved Martin and Sophie.  

 A high percentage of people say they want to get involved in volunteering. 

 Full report will be available on the website, along with a summary.  

 The survey has its limitations with some user groups being poorly 
represented. There will be further discussions about engaging with absent 
groups following further research. Peter has made some field observations as 
a starting point. 

 
4. Exercise circuit 

 Peter outlined the project: a 2.5km circuit to be marked around MWV. Bristol 
City Council (BCC) have approved and Travelwest are funding 10 new 
wooden posts. Briscco Plastics will donate the arrows to go on the post. An 
appeal will be put out for volunteers. 

 
5. Treasurers Report 

 Notable income includes £34.50 profit from calendar sales, which was a trial 
for scaling up next year, and £394.68 obtained from TravelWest grant.  

 
6. Planning  

 André presented the latest planning application updates.  

 Household Reuse and Recycling Centre is under construction. Potential for 
dumping issues near MWV to consider. 
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 Flats next to Headley Park Church still pending. MWV have commented on 
application to advise non carbon heating systems and electric vehicle 
charging points. 

 
7. Report on activities  

 Woodland path in poor state due to weather conditions and high visitor 
numbers during lockdown. No funds available from BCC but there are 
alternative sources of funding. An outline CIL application has been submitted 
to local Councillors. Peter appealed for a volunteer to lead fundraising for this 
project. 

  
 Other activities include Pride of Place, Bristol Walk Fest 2021, Wassail and 

Wildlife photography by a local resident.  

 Habitat management has involved bramble bashing in the Orchard, coppicing 
in Ditch Coupe and fruit tree planting in the Orchard. 

 Litter pickers have been lent to people on long term loans and people are 
coordinating themselves. 8 litter pickers have been given away but more can 
be sourced if required.  

 South West in Bloom certificate has been awarded to MWV “for continuing to 
excel during Covid 19”   

 
8. Activates planned for Spring 2021 

 Fruit tree planting, Orchard Triangle strimming and rake-off, tree aftercare, 
exercise trail installation, Walkfest promotion, user survey actions, wildlife 
surveys, woodland path repairs and City Nature Challenge. 

 
9. Matters arising from the last meeting 

 Fly tipping on St Peters Rise boundary has been reported to BCC and Bristol 
Parks Forum. Anyone who sees fly tipping should report it on the council 
website.  

 Nature Recovery Network: Richard Goldthorpe form sustainability team in 
BCC will feed back once strategy is in place.  

 
10. Open forum 

 Proposal from Goram Homes for housing development has led to launch 
of Facebook group, set up by Julia - ‘Friends of Western Slopes’. There 
are conflicts between the need for new social housing homes and the 
ecological emergency.  

 Developments likely to be a long way off and so the community should 
take time to research and come up with a suitable response. Peter has 
recommended reiterating tree targets and ecological emergency 
declaration. 

 
11. Next meeting: 22nd June 2021. Meeting ended 20:35. 


