
Manor Woods Valley Group 
Quarterly Open Forum Meeting 

Tuesday 15th December, 19:00 via Zoom 

 
December 2020 meeting minutes 
Attendees: Peter and Cheryl, André and Marie Jo, Ben, Elliot, Margaret, Rachel, 
Kathryn, Sophie, Clive, Martin, Maggie, Max 
Apologies: Davina, Leah, Lis 

1. Welcome and introductions 

 Martin welcomed everyone to the sixth Open Forum of the Group. He 
introduced members of the organising group and encouraged anyone to join 
who would like to lead on a project or aspect. Peter shared the PowerPoint 
presentation with visual illustrations for all the following agenda items. 

2. Treasurer’s report 

 Martin presents in Davina’s absence. We have had no income since May 

which is expected because we haven’t fundraised. However, we have 

invested in management equipment and Survey Monkey subscription.  

 We have put aside £200 to help the newly formed Crox Bottom Friends 

Group. In response to a query Martin explained that Crox Bottom Friends 

Group will submit invoices to draw on the allocated funds.  

Balance at May 2020  

  £5750.72 

Income since May 2020  

 £0.00 

Expenditure since May 2020  

  Equipment - shears £93.95 

  Equipment - litter pickers £49.95 

  Survey Monkey subscription £99.00 

 £242.90 

Current Balance  

 £5507.82 

Current Balance by Project  

  Unrestricted £937.88 

  Orchard Project £561.27 

  Slow Worm Project £3320.10 

  Woodland Path Project £488.57 

 Crox Bottom Friends Group £200.00 

 £5507.82 

 

3. Planning report 

 Household Reuse and Recycling Centre (HRRC) site demolition has started. 
Construction should be happening in the coming calendar year 

 Flats next to Headley Park church: We have commented on planning 
application saying that any new development in the city should avoid the use 
of CO2 emitting heating systems gas boilers. We have encouraged electric 
heating systems and electric vehicle charging points. There have been no 
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changes to the application since June.  Peter encourages attendees to 
contribute to planning applications to push for CO2 target compliance. 

4. Brief report on activities since the last meeting, and priorities and plans 

 Peter delivers and explains how we are working to Bristol City Council Covid-
19 rules. Small groups are working well as they are more informal.  

 Himalayan Balsam pulling: We are making good progress in keeping it under 
control.  

 Raking Valley Heights Meadow: We have been scarifying surface. Lots of 
wildflowers present, including Corncockle and Corn Marigold.  

 Woodland path repairs ongoing: There has been heavy use of site recently, 
which justifies this work even more.  

 Herbs for Health walk: 6 people attended this very enjoyable event.  

 Apple juice: Harvested 100k + apples. Went off to apple presser in 
Cotswold’s. They gave back 15% of yield and MWVG received 36 bottles 
back. 18 bottles went to Carpenter’s food bank and a further 6 bottles went to 
Bedminster down raffle. Remainder will be used for volunteer refreshments in 
the new year, if permitted by Covid-19 restrictions. 

 Ecology surveys: Max is leading bat surveys, set up in autumn to review in 
spring. Surveys of Tree, birds, reptiles, fish and lichens are also underway. 

 Leaflets: Leaflets have been produced to go with walks. The leaflet on health 
and wellbeing will be used to promote to local health providers and encourage 
prescription of nature. 

 One Tree per Child: Two areas proposed for planting, no objections from 
consultation, planting scheduled for late February 2021 

 2.5km Exercise Route: We are planning how to waymark this using new and 
existing wooden posts, subject to consultation with the council and local 
communities. 

 Calendars: Potential fundraising opportunity. Martin suggested using the 
newsletter and Facebook posts to test the market before we order prints.  

 Activities plan: Updated (see appendix 1.) in response of ecological 
emergency, ecological surveys, wellbeing, user survey, education and nature, 
tree planting and exercise trial. 

5. Users survey results 

 Sophie presents a brief summary and overview. A full report will be published 
in due course.  

6. Reptile survey results 

 Peter presents in Leah’s absence. Visits to the 5 survey areas from 
September revealed that we have slowworms around the large wildflower 
meadow. In spring 2021 we will review to see if we find slow worms anywhere 
else in MWV. If we don’t, we may move some slow worms, providing the 
areas are suitable.  

7. Trees surveys 

 Max presents work in progress with the three projects, oak, ash and ghost 
hedgerows 

 Oaks: The aim is to map the distribution of oaks and ancient forest in MWV 
and identify fire damage. Will be useful for future of MWV research. Full report 
will be available in due course.   

8. Matters arising from previous meetings 



 New committee members: Jennie, leading on Education and Nature, and 
Clive leading on Wellbeing and Nature. 

 Bristol One City Strategy, published in September 2020: We have applied to 
be involved in a grassroots nature networking project as part of this strategy 
early in the new near.  

 Broken glass has been removed from picnic area 

 The bench by the silted pond cannot be relocated at this stage due to lack of 
resources. 

 Way markers for Exercise Route: Work has begun on planning the route (see 
4. Above). 

9. Open Forum: Information exchange, suggestions, issues  

 Ben mentions that there are lot of grey squirrels and asks if they are they 
problematic to the trees. Peter is not overly concerned because they have 
minimal impact on the woodlands such As ours (in contract to their impact on 
timber forests) and explains that most squirrels will die out over winter and 
that they bring some benefits to the ecology (oak seed dispersers). In any 
case, we cannot cull them because this is unacceptable.  

 Kathryn voices concern over rubbish being dumped on the edges of the 
reserve (behind St Peters Rise). Andre explains that there are issues with 
identifying fly tippers. Martin recommends we revisit the possibility of a 
littering/fly tipping campaign. Max will pinpoint the place we saw the leaky 
drain.  

 Nature Recover Network: Tom P asked how we are feeding into this. Martin 
explains that are awaiting direction, expected early in the new year, from 
Richard Goldthorpe at Bristol council.  

10. Date of next meeting - Tues 16th March 2021, 19:00. 

 End of meeting 29:20. 
 

Action items Owner(s) Deadline Status 

Revisit fly tipping 
campaign 

Martin 
Grant 

March ‘21 pending 

Identify the location of 
construction waste in the 
woodland 

Max Alwyn January ‘21 pending 

 

  



Appendix 1. Priority Activities List 

 

Manor Woods Valley Group Activities Plan (based on proposals from the June 2019 launch 

meeting, edits since the last meeting in red) 

High priority: important and do-

able 

Medium priority: important and 

waiting for someone to lead 

Low priority: important but 

probably unrealistic at 

present 

 

Activity: Nature Conservation 
and Recovery 

Progress Outcome 

 Respond to the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency 

On agenda for discussion at the Open Forum meeting on 10 March 
2020. Agreed, following a request from Bristol Parks Forum, to 
contribute a citywide parks and green spaces response by May 
2020.  
Presented discussion papers (initial thinking paper and response 
paper) to two online meetings of the Bristol Parks Forum (BPF) in 
June and August.  
We hope to make a significant local contribution to Bristol’s 
Ecological Emergency Strategy (due to be published in September 
’20.) 
Bristol Ecological Emergency Strategy published; MWVG has offered 
to be a trial location for a local nature recovery network, awaiting 
response in early 2021. 

Bristol parks and green 
spaces groups are 
better equipped to 
contribute to nature 
recovery plans. Our 
response document to 
the emergencies is 
available on our website 
and on BPF’s website. 
Actions are included 
here. 

 Continue to improve habitats 
in MWV 
Contribute to local habitat 
connectivity 
Encourage adjacent and 
nearby property 
owners/occupiers to 
contribute to nature recovery 

Volunteer work parties have continued in the Orchard, Rabbit Field 
and Triangle throughout 2019 and into 2020 on a regular basis; with 
support from Avon Wildlife Trust and GoodGym. Work has begun to 
create glades in Allotment Wood, with the help of the Forest of 
Avon Trust.  
Due to Covid-19, all activities and events were suspended between 
mid-March and late June. In late June a flexible volunteering scheme 
was started which allows us to support individual, pairs and single 
household groups to volunteer. Work during July and August has 
focussed on improving the habitats in the orchard and orchard 
triangle. 
Students from UEA began reptile and bat surveys in August. Surveys 
to resume in spring ‘21. 
Rachel has completed the annual butterfly survey, report will be 
available in September ’20. 
Lichen, tree and fish surveys to take place 
1+ volunteering scheme, launched in June ’20, continues to 
contribute to habitat management in orchard. Over 280 volunteer 
hours devoted between July and December ‘20 

Exceptional population 
of Slow-worms (see blog 
posts on website for 
Slow-worm and 
butterfly survey 
reports). 
Observations confirm 
that Slow worms are 
migrating across the 
orchard triangle. 
Slow-worm survey 
shows populations 
around edges of the 
Wildflower Meadow.  

 Improve aquatic life of Malago Bramble flailing in Sept ’19 has increased light levels at southern end 
of river; suspected pollution incident reported to Environment 
Agency. 

More light reaches the 
water 

 Continue eradication of non-
native invasive weeds 

Himalayan Balsam plants removed from river banks in July and 
August ‘19; Annual survey of Japanese Knotweed carried out by 
MWVG in Spring ’19 and continues to be treated by Council.  
Himalayan Balsam plants removed from river banks in July and 
August ’20. 
New area of Japanese Knotweed identified on edge of wildflower 
meadow and reported to the council. 
 

Invasive weeds are 
under control 

 Create more glades by 
coppicing 

Plan approved by BCC; work scheduled for new year, 2020. (see 
habitat improvement, above) 

 

 Plant trees 8 fruit trees planted in Orchard in Spring ‘19; Meeting with BCC 
planned for 12 December to discuss planting proposals. A further 8 

16 trees planted and 
thriving 



fruit trees were planted in February 2020. Some of the newly 
planted fruit trees were vandalised in April ’20. Further discussions 
held with BCC ‘One tree per Child’ project re tree planting in winter 
‘20/21. 
One Tree per Child project confirmed and consulted on with 
planting planned for late February ’21. 
More fruit trees to be planted in orchard in early ’21. 

8 frees remain and 
recovering from 
vandalism. 

 Continue to support student 
research studies 

3 student projects currently underway in Oct/Nov ‘19. Projects 
completer and written reports are awaited. New student projects in 
2020 have been cancelled due to pandemic. 20/21 projects paused 
by UoB due to pandemic. 
Several UWE students began research projects in autumn ’20 and 
will continue into Spring ’21, supported by MWVG 

Results should help 
inform works. Reports 
received. 

 Install bird, bat and bee boxes 6 bird boxes, 5 bat boxes installed November ’19. More nesting & roosting 
opportunities 

 Reopen the Malago 
downstream of the 
Interceptor 

It has been confirmed that a main sewer runs the length of the ‘lost’ 
Malago, and therefore re-opening of this length of the Malago 
cannot happen; however ‘greening’ of this line with scrub and tree 
planting is desirable 

Opportunities for green 
corridor being explored. 
One tree per child 
planting may enable 
scrubbing-up of this 
corridor. 

 

Activity: Wellbeing and 
Nature 

Progress Outcome 

 Establish a health and 
wellbeing project group in 
response to health and 
ecological emergency  

Group established, Clive volunteered to lead. Wellbeing and 
MWV leaflet published on website. Waiting for local health and 
wellbeing liaison worker to be appointed. 

Leaflet published 

 Establish an exercise trail in 
MWV 

Planning has begun, led by Peter L-H  
 

 

Activity: Learning and Fun Progress Outcome 
 Harvest and juice fruit 40 kilos of Manor Woods Orchard apples sent to The Cotswold Fruit 

Co in Sept ‘19 for juicing; 9 bottles of juice delivered in Nov ’19 and 
9 bottles of cider expected in the spring ’20. Potential or more juice 
and cider in ’20 being explored. First ever Wassail held in January 
’20 with over 60 people attending. Apple Day celebration planned 
for October ’20. 
Apple Day celebration cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
Over 100 kilos of apples were harvested in October ’20 resulting in 
36 bottles of pure Manor Woods Orchard apple juice processed by 
Bushel Peck. 

Apple juice and cider 
produced.  

 Organise wildlife walks (owls, 
bats fungi) 

Opportunities during ’20 being explored. Over 20 people came on 
the guided walk for over 55s in February. Three walks are planned 
for May ’20 as part of Bristol WalkFest. Three walk guides written by 
Peter and being designed by Aidan.  
Bristol WalkFest was cancelled due to Covid-19. Self-guided walks 
produced instead. 

Walk guides to be made 
available on website 
and in print form on 
request. 
Walk guides on website 
and free to download. 

 Establish Young Rangers 
Group 

YR recruited and trained in August ’19. City of Bristol College 
students are working on repairs to the Woodland Path. 
Young Rangers project paused due to Covid-19. 

It is hoped that some 
students may join the 
YR project as a result. 

 Organise ‘green days’ events Opportunities during ’20 being explored. Events being planned as 
part of the Summer of Nature initiative. 
Summer of Nature festival cancelled due to Covid-19. 

 

 Continue to support wellbeing 
courses 

Forest of Avon Trust courses are scheduled from Feb and May ’20. 
In discussion with University of Bristol about wellbeing course for 
students. Courses were suspended from March ’20 due to pandemic 
and are due to resume in September. Included in our response to 
the environmental emergencies is a group objective to promote and 
use MWV for health benefit purposes.  

 



FoAT courses resumed in December ’20. 

 Tackle fly tipping and continue 
litter picks 

Fly tipping at Valley Road entrance reported and removed. Informal 
litter picking continues. Litter picking event scheduled for 
14/03/2020.  
Litter picking continued from June to December ’20, mainly in pairs 
as part of 1+ scheme. Litter pickers given to frequent volunteers on 
semi-permanent loan. 
Revisit proposal to establish anti fly tipping campaign in early 2021. 

Fly tipping remains a 
major concern. 
MWV is reasonably free 
of litter due to frequent 
litter picking. Fly-tipping 
along the St Peters Rise 
boundary remains a 
serious problem. 

 Become more skilled Training in Health and Safety completed by Davina and Peter in 
August ’19; Training in battery powered tools completed by Davina, 
Martin and Peter in September ’19; Training in Crowd funding 
completed by Martin in Oct ’19; Training in restorative orchard 
pruning completed by Martin in November ’19.  

More MWVG volunteers 
able to manage work 
parties and undertake 
works. 

 Re-establish Geocaching Re stablished in Sept ’19 thanks to Holly Completed 

 Establish youth groups 
(including gardening club) 

In discussion (Nov/Dec ’19) with Friends of Bishopsworth Library 
about bid to fund a young persons’ nature/gardening group. 
Funding bid was unsuccessful. 

 

 Organise treasure hunts Awaiting support/offer to lead  

 Make Hazel goods Awaiting support/offer to lead  

 Plant Willow crop Awaiting support/offer to lead  

 Continue to run guided tours Wellbeing walk for over 55s planned for Feb ’20.  
Guided tours suspended due to Covid-19. 

Feb ’20 guided tour 
achieved. 

 Organise walks/talks on plants 
and folklore 

Awaiting support/offer to lead. 
Successful walk/talk on medicinal herbs completed. 

Repeat of medicinal 
walk/talk planned for 
spring ’21. 

 

Activity: Infrastructure Progress Outcome 
 Rebuild/repair the Woodland 

Path 
Numerous volunteering events, including support from 
GoodGym and TSB staff, in Sept to Nov ’19. GoodGym and City 
of Bristol College are currently involved in helping with this 
project. Scheduled to restart in September ’20. 
Group volunteering sessions suspended between March and 
September and restarted during September and October only to 
be suspended again in November due to Covid-19. 

Good progress being made. 
Despite suspension of group 
volunteering, approx. 40 
metres more of path was 
repaired in September and 
October ’20. 

 Promote carbon neutral 
energy use in new building 
developments in the vicinity 
of MWV 

Commented on the planning application for a new residential 
building on St Peter’s Rise. 

 

 Establish a bridge/crossing 
downstream of the dam 

Awaiting support/offer to lead.   

 De-silt the pond Awaiting support/offer to lead.   

 

Activity: Funding Progress Outcome 
 Investigate community funds 

(co-op, Sainsbury’s, Police 
Commissioner’s funds) 

To be considered  

 Use Community Payback To be considered  

 Investigate funding from local 
businesses 

To be considered  

 Organise plant sale/swap Awaiting support/offer to lead  

 Organise sponsored dog walk Awaiting support/offer to lead  

 Become a charity To be considered. Currently considered to be beyond our 
resources to take this on. 

 

 

Activity: Community 
Relations 

Progress Outcome 



 Establish contact with 
Neighbourhood beat officer 

Informal contact made  

 Take part in Festival of Nature On mailing list. Planning to be more involved this year as part of 
the Summer of Nature initiative. Cancelled due to Covid-19. 

 

 Work with schools Some informal contacts made. Included in our response to the 
environmental emergencies is a group objective to promote and 
use MWV for educational purposes. 
Jennie D is working on resources for schools, to be published on 
website in ’21. 

 

 Liaise with small-holders, 
allotment groups, etc 

Awaiting support/offer to lead  

 Survey MWV users At design stage led by Sophie T 
Survey completed in Nov ’20, reported to Open Forum meeting 
in Dec ’20 and planned to be published on website in Jan ’21. 

 

 

Activity: Communications Progress Outcome 
 Produce a calendar of 

activities and events 
Monthly newsletter gives upcoming details of events for month 
ahead; website shows next upcoming event. 
Proposal to produce a MWVG calendar to be considered. 
Tom P is working on a design for a trial-run calendar for 2021. 

Newsletter, website and 
Facebook page include 
details 

 Continue to improve social 
media, website and poster 
use. 

Thanks to Aidan for the re-design of the poster template. New poster template in use 

 Set up Mailchimp or similar Awaiting support/offer to lead 
Account set up but issue with business address to be overcome. 

 

   16/12/2020 

 


